
“Towers Helping Towers”

RE: Vehicle Storage Facilities Proposed Rules
Published in the Texas Register: September 14, 2012

TO:
William H. Kuntz, Jr., Executive Director, TDLR;
TDLR Towing, Storage, and Booting Advisory Board

Please accept and take into consideration the following comments on the Proposed Rules
Changes for Vehicles Storage Facilities.

Rules Change # 1:

§85.200. License Required--Vehicle Storage Facility.

Comment: I do not see the need to impose an additional rule that is not necessary on a
statewide level. If a local area is having an issue with this, then they have the right to
address this in their ordinances or rules. Many areas have very restrictive codes on
Vehicle Storage Facilities and this rule will inadvertently affect those that have shared
land, but the land is separated out appropriately as to distinguish the different VSF’s. This
also may limit the potential growth of future good honest companies looking to extend
their service areas, as well as open for the first time a VSF, and there may not be any
options available except those lands that have these setups. The companies that are
currently sharing land, but have separate VSF’s, and have done so legally and within the
rules, will be impacted by this in a very negative way, possibly forcing some of them out
of business. There is no need for this rule as a rule though TDLR.

Rules Change # 2:

§85.709. Responsibilities of Licensee--Unpermitted Tow Trucks Prohibited and Unlicensed
Personnel Restrictions.

Comment: This rule would prohibit a VSF from using contract labor to perform work on
their property. I oppose this rule as written unless there is a clause that allows for
contracters to perform work at and in the fenced area of the VSF without having to have a
license as a VSF employee. Examples of this are:

 Lawn and Landscaping
 Pest Control
 Mobile Mechanics to work on trucks or service vehicles
 Paint or building maintenance for facilities on VSF
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 Lighting, electrical, cable, internet, water, providers
 Etc…

Rules Change # 3:

§85.710. [Responsibilities of Licensee - ] Release of Vehicles.

Comment: I agree with these changes with the exception that the Towing, Storage, and
Booting Advisory Board actually voted and recommended that the current rule,
85.710(a)(9), was to be stricken from the rules, but the published proposed rules kept it
intact and only changed the number to (a)(8) after the current (a)(5) was struck. The
current 85.710(a)(9), proposed 85.710(a)(8), needs to be stricken as originally proposed
and voted in favor of doing by the Advisory Board. I also believe that the owner or
operator of a vehicle should be the only persons allowed to have a vehicle released, or at
least the right to sign off personally for an insurance company to pick up a vehicle from a
VSF.

Rules Change # 4:

§85.725. Responsibilities of Licensee--Drug Testing Policy.

Comment: I agree with this proposed rule change and feel that it is long overdue as it
conforms to the true drug testing consortium model design everywhere else.

Rules Change # 5:

§85.1003. Technical Requirements--Storage Lot Signs.

Comment: I agree with this rule as it allows for flexibility in easily changing signs to
conform to changing laws and rules without great cost each time.

Thank you for considering the comments we have presented you.

Jess Horton
President
Southwest Tow Operators


